
Trainee grower placement at The Fold CIC, Worcestershire 

To begin March 2018 (date flexible)  

 

For more information please contact farm@thefold.org.uk 

To apply please send C.V. and covering letter to farm@thefold.org.uk by 1st December 2017 

Interviews to be held in December 2017 

 

 

The Fold Farm in Worcester is seeking a trainee grower for the 2018 season (Mar-Oct) for a hands-on 

opportunity to learn about organic horticulture on our small but expanding market garden in Worcester.  

  

You will experience and gain skills in all aspects of production (from propagation through to harvest and 

sale), and help to look after our small flock of laying hens. You’ll also observe the process as we 

administrate and develop the business, exploring new markets and plan future cropping.  

 

The market garden is located at the Fold, a not for profit community interest company established with the 

aim to carry out activities which benefit the community, and in particular improve the health and wellbeing 

of individuals, the local and wider community and the planet, to support the local economy and to 

promote environmentally sustainable practices. Please visit the website www.thefold.org.uk for more 

information.  

 

The market garden (which is currently under organic conversion to be completed in April ’18) includes 

nearly an acre of no-dig raised beds, ⅓ acre of polytunnels and a new field of which ¼ acre is currently 

grown on. Next season (’18) we will be cultivating an additional ¼ acre, and plan to bring more of the land 

into production in future seasons. The market garden sells to an on-site farm shop, on-site café, small on-

site box scheme, two local monthly markets and wholesales to local restaurants and shops. The Fold Farm 

is inspired by the biointensive growing model, using minimal machinery, and relying instead on lots of 

compost and a healthy soil food web.  

 

You’ll be working alongside two full-time growers, volunteers at our weekly volunteer day, and our college 

placement student. The Fold Farm is also a venue for a Care Farm, where two-days a week participants 

with various additional needs spend therapeutic time on the farm. 

 

This placement is an immersive experience in all aspects of running a market garden, set in a beautiful 

environment. It is offered full board with comfortable private accommodation in the shared farm house 

and £200/month stipend. The farm house is home to several people who live and work at the Fold and 

form a friendly community of like-minded and sociable people.  

 

Our working schedule is 7am - 4pm Mon-Fri. 30 min tea break at 10 and an hour for lunch. Occasional 

weekends for monthly market and chicken duty. 
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Are you suitable? 

 
Qualifications, knowledge and experience 

 Already experienced some market gardening e.g. WWOOFing 

 Awareness of a need for early starts, the physically demanding nature of this work, and the need to 

sometimes work in the cold and rain! 
 

Skills & abilities 

 Able to follow complicated instructions and work in a tidy, efficient, focussed way to consistent 

high standards and time constrictions. Attention to detail. 

 Good level of fitness and stamina! 

 Willing to work efficiently alone and in group 

 Ability to assist in hosting small groups of vulnerable adults for therapeutic activity is desirable 
 

Attitude & values 

 Engaged/motivated by commercial organic growing and keen to learn more, with an intention to 

make growing a livelihood 

 Understanding of the seasonal nature of work and the high pressure in some months 

 Understanding that some teaching will be able to happen in organised tutorials, but much will 

happen on the job 

 Willingness to contribute to community in house (cooking, cleaning rotas) 

 Willingness to learn techniques and procedures with the intention to take on increasing 

responsibility over time for a production area of the farm  

 Understanding that the more that get puts in by trainee in the more can be gained! 

 

 

 

 

 


